
Can oral structure negatively impact a patient’s progress? 
Learn to identify & treat oral structure 

Join us for…. 
Oral Function: 

Evaluation & Treatment 
Kindra Davis, M.S., CCC-SLP, COM® 

Learn how to evaluate, identify & treat oral structure concerns that can impact patient outcomes 
Saturday,  April  11,  2026, 9:00 a.m. -  12:45 p.m. 
Saturday,  May     9,  2026, 1:00 p.m.      -               5:45 p.m. 

Information on https://sftherapyassoc.com/ceus-courses/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

LIVE (Santa Fe, NM) or ZOOM 
(Zoom link or address provided upon registration) 

Registration Fee: $300 (Discounts available upon request) 
Please email director@sftherapyassoc.com to register 

Accommodations for special needs available upon request. 
 

Time Ordered Agenda 
Day 1 (3.5 hours): 
8:30 am Arrival and sign-in 
9:00am-10:30am Part 1 
10:30am 15-minute break 
10:45am-12:15pm Part 2 
12:15pm-12:45pm Questions and Answers 
12:45pm sign-out 

Day 2 (4.5 hours): 
12:30 pm Arrival and sign-in 
1:00pm-3:00pm Part 1 
3:00pm 15-minute break 
3:15pm-5:15pm Part 2 
5:15pm-5:45pm Questions and Answers 
5:45pm sign-out 

 
Sponsored by Santa Fe Therapy Associates 

 

The two-day course is offered for a maximum of .8 ASHA CEUs 
(Intermediate Level). Speech Language Pathologists will 
complete the CEU form online following completion of the course. 
Each participant will receive a certificate on May 10, 2026, after 
Day 2 course’s end via email (Partial attendance will be totaled 
upon the completion of the online CEU form). Please note: 
Participants attending only part of the convention must 
complete at least one day of the course to receive ASHA 
CEUs (either .35 or .45 CEUs). 
 

https://sftherapyassoc.com/ceus-courses/
mailto:director@sftherapyassoc.com


Course Descriptions and Learner Outcomes 
Information regarding the learning outcomes of each session will be measured by assessment to ensure all 
learners are engaged in the course. This is provided in the session information (please see below). The 
training outcome will be evaluated through a brief survey after each of the 4 sections which will include 
questions pertaining to at least three take-aways from the course & feedback for the training, presentation 
and presenter. These questions will be presented to participants either in-person or online and will be 
submitted with the on-line CEU form for ASHA submission. 

 
Day 1 (3.5 Contact Hours .35 ASHA CEUs): 
Learning Outcomes 
Part 1: Completing an Oral Mechanical Evaluation- Evaluation of Oral Structure and Function 
by Kindra Davis, MS, CCC-SLP, COM® 
A review for speech-language pathologists (SLPs) ***Also helpful for OT and PT on completing a thorough oral 
mechanical evaluation to help identify and/or rule out structural/functional findings that can impact speech, 
feeding and swallowing. The goal is to help SLPs and therapists feel comfortable completing a thorough oral 
mechanical evaluation, to identify structural issues that could negatively impact success in therapy. Examples 
can include tonsils or dentition impacting feeding and swallowing (dysphagia/feeding difficulties); 
decreased awareness or articulator coordination, strength or ROM impacting speech (i.e., 
dysarthria/articulation); hypersensitivity/overactive or misplaced gag reflex (dysphagia/feeding difficulties). 
*At the end of this presentation, learning outcomes will be assessed through participant’s completion of 
an assessment/feedback form, and successfully listing 3 things they learned and can apply to their 
professional evaluation sessions. 
At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

• Complete a thorough oral mechanical evaluation and report results. 
• Identify three structures that can impact speech. 
• Identify three structures that can impact feeding/swallowing. 

 
Level of Learning: Intermediate 

 
Part 2: Completing an Oral Mechanical and Chairside Swallow Evaluation 
by Kindra Davis, MS, CCC-SLP, COM® 
This presentation is designed to be a review of completing a thorough oral mechanical and chairside 
swallow evaluation. It will help therapists evaluate and reporting findings as well as give them the ability 
to recognize how these findings can impact therapy success with feeding, swallowing, and speech. For 
therapists working with the pediatric population this presentation addresses more from perspective of 
patients that have difficulty imitating oral motor movements during an oral mechanical evaluation. 
*At the end of this presentation, learning outcomes will be assessed through participant’s completion of 
an assessment/feedback form, and successfully listing 3 things they learned and can apply to their 
professional evaluation sessions. 
At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

• Identify three structures that can impact speech/feeding. 
• Identify two phases of the swallow that can be evaluated chairside. 
• Identify oral preparatory differences in a liquid versus a solid. 

 
Level of Learning: Intermediate 

https://nmsha.org/convention/convention-speakers#davis
https://nmsha.org/convention/convention-speakers#davis


Day 2 (4.5 Contact Hours .45 ASHA CEUs): 
Learning Outcomes 
Part 1: Treatment of Oral Function for the Young Pediatric Population (or for those who cannot imitate) 
by Kindra Davis, MS, CCC-SLP, COM® 
This presentation will identify common oral function deficits observed in the young pediatric population 
that negatively impact development and speech & feeding goals. It will provide treatment techniques to 
implement based on deficits identified during an oral motor and feeding evaluation. 
*At the end of this presentation, learning outcomes will be assessed through participant’s completion of 
an assessment/feedback form, and successfully listing 3 things they learned and can apply to their 
professional treatment sessions. 
At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

• Identify two commonly seen oral function or developmental deficits that can impact 
speech/feeding. 

• Identify three treatment techniques to address these oral function deficits. 
• Identify two reflexes that are important in mouth development for speech and feeding. 

 
Level of Learning: Intermediate 

 
 

Part 2: Treatment of Oral Function Deficits in the School Aged-Adult Population 
by Kindra Davis, MS, CCC-SLP, COM® 
This presentation will review 3 case studies in the school aged-adult populations. Each of these had oral 
function/structural deficits that lead to diagnoses and referrals to therapy services. These deficits 
negatively impacted their diagnoses and treatment. During this presentation we will discuss treatment 
techniques implemented based on the deficits identified during SLP evaluation and through Cone Beam 
Computed Tomography (CBCT) imaging done by Dr. Kris Hendricks, DDS. Pre-treatment and post- 
treatment CBCT images will be used to show the change in structures. 2 case studies involved SLP 
treatments utilizing orofacial myofunctional techniques alone to resolve the deficits, the 3rd involved a 
collaborative team approach with Speech Pathology and Orthodontic services to resolve structural 
concerns that had resulted in severe dysphagia. 
*At the end of this presentation, learning outcomes will be assessed through participant’s completion of 
an assessment/feedback form, and successfully listing 3 things they learned and can apply to their 
professional treatment sessions. 
At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

• Identify three oral function/structural deficits that can impact speech/swallowing. 
• Identify three treatment techniques to address oral function deficits. 
• Identify three referral sources that can assist in the evaluation of structural deficits. 

 
Level of Learning: Intermediate 
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Presenter 
Kindra Davis, M.S., CCC-SLP, COM® 

Kindra is the Clinical Director of Santa Fe Therapy Associates (SFTA), a pediatric therapy practice in Santa 
Fe, NM offering Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Physical Therapy and Orofacial Myology. SFTA 
has approximately 20 therapists who collectively support on average, 250 pediatric patients per week. 
Kindra describes this role as an honor to support the amazing and talented family of SFTA therapists. 

I am native New Mexican, born and raised. At 4 years old I became interested in helping others communicate 
and began learning American Sign Language. That beginning set my career path as an avid learner, always 
looking to expand my knowledge base and share that knowledge with families and colleagues alike! About 7 
years into practicing Speech Pathology, new interests were sparked with my circumstantial introduction to 
orofacial myology. I enjoy all aspects of Speech Pathology but have a passion for anatomy & physiology and its 
impact on all aspects of eating, speaking, breathing and development. This specialty, Orofacial Myofunctional 
Disorders, is an in-depth study of the anatomy & physiology of the face and mouth and their impact on 
eating, speaking, breathing as well as on a person’s overall health, facial growth, and dental 
development. 
 
Additionally, first as SFTA’s Assistant Clinical Director for 5 years, and currently as SFTA’s Clinical Director 
since 2022, I have mentored clinical fellows from several universities including Emerson, UTEP, UNM, ENMU 
and educated professionals through frequent statewide presentations. 

Specialties: 

• Feeding (Infant to Adults) 
• Collaboration with multidisciplinary teams 
• Clinical Fellow Mentor 
• Presenter: New Mexico Assistive Technology Association Convention (2014, 2015, 2018), New Mexico 

Speech-Language Hearing Association Convention (2021, 2022), New Mexico Breastfeeding Taskforce 
Convention (2020), National WIC Association Convention (2020), New Mexico Public Schools 2012- 
2018 (Los Alamos, Santa Fe Public Schools, Bernalillo Public Schools, Clovis Public Schools), Growing-Up 
New Mexico (2024), and many private practices on topics including orofacial myofunctional disorders, 
feeding, Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC), structural impacts on breastfeeding, 
evaluation and treatment of structural concerns 

• 5-time recipient of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s Award for Continuing 
Education (ACE) (Awarded to therapists who complete 70+ hours of Continuing Education within a 
specified CEU interval) 

Education & Experience: 

• Bachelor’s in Communications Disorders from New Mexico State University (2004) 
• Master’s in Speech Pathology from Texas State University (2008) 
• Feeding Specialist: 200+ continuing education hours 
• Orofacial Myofunctional Disorders: 250+ continuing education hours 
• Augmentative and Alternative Communication: 100+ continuing education hours 

In my spare time, I enjoy playing golf, trying new foods, spending time with family and friends, cooking and 
traveling. 

Relevant Financial Relationships: Kindra is the Clinical Director of Santa Fe Therapy Associates (SFTA) 
where she also treats patients. Kindra’s spouse is an employee with Presbyterian Medical Center Santa Fe. 



Kindra occasionally receives payment or an honorarium for presentations; for this presentation, Kindra is 
receiving compensation from SFTA for hours committed to this project. 

Relevant Nonfinancial Relationships: Kindra is a board-Certified Orofacial Myologist® with the 
International Association of Orofacial Myology, a member of the American Speech-Language hearing 
Association, serves on the Dean’s Advisory Committee for NMSU’s College of HEST and has a family 
member impacted by these topics. 
 
Website Host 
Chris Taylor, Director of Operations, Santa Fe Therapy Associates 

 
Mr. Chris Taylor holds a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy with a Minor in History from Georgia Southern 
University and is a certified Mandt trainer. 

 
Chris began his career working with adults with developmental disabilities in both California and New Mexico, 
where he held leadership roles as State Director in New Mexico and Regional Director in California. In these 
positions, he oversaw 35 group homes & service delivery for more than 200 individuals, supervised over 120 
employees, and managed an operating budget exceeding $40 million. 

 
Currently, Chris serves as the Director of Operations at Santa Fe Therapy Associates, where he supports a 
dedicated family of therapists serving pediatric patients across Northern New Mexico. 

 
Throughout his career, Chris has focused on empowering and supporting his teams to provide the highest level 
of direct care. He is passionate about building strong, collaborative teams and creating efficient processes that 
cut through red tape—allowing staff to spend more time focusing on what matters most: the patients. 

 
Relevant Financial Relationships: Chris is the Operations Director of Santa Fe Therapy Associates (SFTA) 
where he maintains an annual salaried position; for this presentation, Chris is receiving compensation from 
SFTA for hours committed to this project. 

 
Relevant Nonfinancial Relationships: Chris does not have any relevant nonfinancial relationships. 
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